
This is the new style of numeracy starter I will be using for the foreseeable 
future, this may be tweaked for the first few weeks. The whole point of this 
new style is to train the students how to revise Maths and to try and make 
them more independent outside of the classroom. If you have any questions 
please don’t hesitate to ask. 



Have a go at answering the following, you must show ALL working out: 

Marty made two types of cookies. He used 
2

3
 of a cup of 

sugar for one recipe and 
1

4
 of a cup of sugar for the other. 

How much sugar did he use in all? 

Pam walks 
7

8
 of a mile to school. Paul walks 

1

2
 of a mile for 

school. How much further does Pam walk than Paul? 



You ALL have access to the internet at home or at school so use this tool!! 
 
Google ‘how to add and subtract fractions’, what do you find? 

I began to look at it but I didn’t quite know what it meant when it said ‘change the 
fractions so they have the same bottom number’ so I googled it. 
 
These are two of the links I got: 
https://www.mathsisfun.com/numbers/common-denominator.html  
http://www.mathsisfun.com/least-common-denominator.html  
It may be useful to have a look through a few websites as you may find one of 
them easier to understand and they may show you different methods. 

One of the first links I got from google was this: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/maths/number/fractions/revision/7/  
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You haven’t finished your revision yet as you haven’t practiced this 
skill. You have one of two options at this point. You can either make 
some questions up of your own and try them or see what happens 
when you google ‘adding and subtracting fractions questions’. 

Even practicing one addition problem and one subtraction problem 
every evening will help you retain this skill. 

After you’ve practiced you could produce a cue card with a set of 
instructions on for this skill that you can refer back to at a later date. 



You want to know 
how much Marty 
had altogether so 
you are going to 
add the fractions. 

2

3
+

1

4
 

You need to 
make the 
denominators 
the same. 

For 
2

3
 multiply 

the numerator 
and 
denominator 

by 4 to get 
8

12
. 

For 
1

4
 multiply 

the numerator 
and 
denominator 

by 3 to get 
3

12
. 

Now you have 
8

12
+

3

12
=

𝟏𝟏

𝟏𝟐
 

You want to know 
how much 
farther Pam has 
walked than Paul 
so this time you 
are subtracting 
the fractions. 

7

8
−

1

2
 

You need to 
make the 
denominators 
the same. 

You do not need to 

change 
7

8
 but we 

can change 
1

2
 so 

the denominator is 
8. 

For 
1

2
 multiply 

the numerator 
and 
denominator 

by 4 to get 
4

8
. 

Now you have 
7

8
−

4

8
=

𝟑

𝟖
 

NOTE: You may have changed 
your denominator to something 
different but that’s ok. 


